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rafer johnson, 63, DECATHLON
25, BEACH VOLLEYBALL

Not long ago Rafer Johnson found something
far more daunting to him than his own
competitions: his daughter’s. “I'm always more
nervous for Jenny than I was for myself,”
says Johnson, who in the 1960 Olympics won
a gold medal in the decathlon and was the
first African-American to carry the U.S. flag
in the opening ceremonies. “As a spectator

I have no control over what she’s doing.”
Jenny, on the other hand, says she has always
felt a marvelous calm wash over her whenever
she sees her father in the stands. “In high
school I had a bad experience when he went
to the wrong town for one of my basketball
games,” recalls Jenny, an All-America volleyball
player at UCLA and now a top player on
the pro beach volleyball circuit. “I was afraid
something had happened to him, and you
could see it in my game. But as soon as he
got there, all the nervousness disappeared.”
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These NEW FACES of women'’s sports recall some OLD FACES,

namely, those of their FAMOUS FATHERS or FAMOUS MOTHERS
who are also world-class athletes. And these young women wear

their sporting LEGACIES well, like a pair of favorite GENES
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sanoe lake, 19, SURFING
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inger miller, 26, TRACK AND FIELD
lennox miller, 52, TRACK AND FIELD

In 1972, the year Lennox Miller won an Olympic bronze

medal in the 100 meters for Jamaica, his daughter Inger

was born. Rather than pushing her to follow in his

footsteps, Lennox (who also won a silver in the 100 in '68)
allowed Inger to discover track and field on her own. “I

tried every sport known to man,” she says. “I didn‘t run

track until my sophomore year in high school.” In the '96 /£
Olympics, Inger won a gold medal for the U.S. in the 4 x 1000
relay. At the Millrose Games in February, she won another :
gold, in the 60 meters, to join Lennox, a winner in the

60-yard dash in 1968 and ‘69, as the first father-daughter
gold-medal-winning combo in the meet's:92-year history.

But who would win a Miller-family match race? Says Lennox,
now a dentist in Pasadena, “She’s out of my league.”.
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